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The aim of this course is to understand the basic characteristics of Japan’s
international relations today, and explain such characteristics. Toward this aim,
students are expected to: (1) comprehend basic terms of International Relations (IR) DO
together with their historical background; and (2) be able to use those terms accurately.
Students will also choose a topic about Japan’s recent international relations, based on
instructor’s suggestions, and explain that topic to the class.
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Pre-lecture quizzes to be given to check students’ understanding of the study chapter each week (10%). Review
questions will be given to further students’ comprehension of studied content (10%). Quizzes will be given to check
whether students are able to explain basic terms of International Relations (10%). Students will be asked to give a
presentation (10%) on a topic concerning Japan’s recent international relations. Feedback will be given when
answer to the questions and quiz are handed back, and at the end of presentation week. A final exam will be
given to check students’ understanding of the IR terms, as well as that of Japan’s international relations (60%).
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This course consists of three parts, a brief history of modern international relations, basics of
international relations theory, and a group presentation. Students will choose a country of her/his

interest, and report the history of interactions between that country and Japan.
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1. Follow mass media reports on issues in international relations. Some of them will be discussed in the class.
2. Participate in the class with the following question in your mind: “What would I want to do if I were in

the position of people involved in this case?”
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(Preparation) Read syllabus
. a. Aim, objectives and schedule of this course before attending the class
1 | Introduction . . .. . .
b. Group presentation topic (provisional) (Review) An outline for
group presentations
(Prep) units 1 and 2
History of international . (Review) Review questions
2 E f 1 2
relations (1) mergence of modern state system (units 1 and 2) (R/Q) on modern state
system
History of international (Prep) units 3 and 4
3 Yy The First and Second World Wars (units 3 and 4) | (Review) R/Q on the World
relations (2)
Wars
. . . . P its 5, 20 and 21
History of international | The Cold War and post-Cold War years (units 5, 20 ( rep) s an
4 . (Review) R/Q on the two
relations (3) and 21) ) .
Wars
5 | Quiz (1) Check understanding of history of international | (Review) Revise questions
v relations in the quiz
Theories of .
6 International Relations | Realism (unit 6) (Prep) unit 6 .
(Review) R/Q on Realism
(IR) (1
. . . . (Prep) unit 7
7 . . .
Theories of IR (2) Liberalism (unit 7) (Review) R/Q on Liberalism
. . .. . (Prep) unit 11
8 .
Theories of IR (3) International Political Economy (unit 11) (Review) R/Q on IPE
(Prep) units 15
9 | Theories of IR (4 Dipl its 15 . .
eories o (4) iplomacy (units 15) (Review) R/Q on Diplomacy
. International Organizations, Globalization and (Prelf’) units 16, 17 and 23
10 | Theories of IR (5) . . . (Review) R/Q on the three
Regionalism (units 16, 17 and 23) .
topics
11| Quiz @ Check understanding of theories of international | (Review) Review /Q asked in
relations the quiz
. (Prep) Scenario and slides
Presentation . . . .
12 . Prepare for presentations in class. (Review) Revise the
Preparation (1) .
materials
13 Presentation Prepare for bresentations in class (Prep) Scenario and slides
Preparation (2) P P ’ (Review) Recite the scenario
14 | Prosentation Give presentations to the class on the topic you (Prep) Recite .the scengmo
have chosen (Review) Submit peer review
(Prep) Review what you
15 | Conclusion Review the contents studied and assess your|have studied up to week 14
achievements in this module (Review) Get ready for
term-end exam.
16 | Examination Written Test Preparation  for the final

exam




